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To i The Acting Secretahy
. Trrough: S/S '
From : kR - George C. Denney, Jr. L?tn“~
v
Subject:  Islamic Sunmit Produces Moderate Lonsensus and the Makings.
~of a Moslem Bloc

The nabat meeting of 25
soslem nations survived postponement
attempts and internal conflicts to

become thz first Islamic

Sumit Conference. Iis concluding ‘ﬂi'

declaration and resolutions

represented a moderate consensus

and may have laid the groundwork

for a ioslem bloc.

A Major Achiievement: Holding -

the Conference. King Hassan of
: o x X
~ Horocco, host of the September 22- n N
25 meeting and. one of the original- D ;S
, o N~
promoters of the Summit, called X
‘ . - o Y
holding of the conference a EE
"miracie of God" and a success ‘ i; S
o , W »
in itself. We agree that \ ‘ /
- ) ) .. ) NS - \;:3" 1 . - \ -
bringing together government ~\Y S _ "‘ /‘v
leaders (including 9 heads of m:,,“’,, [M ﬁ

state) represent1nq about 300

lhx report was produced by the Bureau
of Intelligence agd Research. Aside
from normal substantive exchange with
other agencies at the working level,
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-million Mos]ems Was a major achievement' It took~considerab1e skill on the -

part of Iassan and co 1n1t1ator h1nq Faisal of 5aud1 Arab1a to ga]n rap1o

agreement for ear]y schedu]1ng of a summ1t and to per uade susp1c1ous non-

Arab ioslems to part1c1pate in an Arab dom1nated assenbly. Less tuan a

week before open1ng day, Pres1dent Nasser 1auncnod a counteroffens1ve :

seo«ing £o postpone the<smnn1t 1ndefin1tely.

In tum end, his bluff was

ca]]ed and a UAR de]ogat1on was’ ddspdtchcd Lo Rabat. Only Irag-and Syria

of the progrcss1ve“ Arab group fa1]ed to appear. A final crisis occurred

in mid- summ1t, when a be]ated 1nv1tat1on to India provokcd a stormy Pakistani -

response and India's ouster, Even thls turbu]ent event, which m1ghL nave

broken up any other conference only pro]onged the meeting an extra da/

A'MQﬂerate Consensus.  Out. of the conference came a moderate consensus,

despite radical Arab and Palestinian lobbying

_(the Palestinian Liberation

'~ Organization-PLO--was given observer status at the meeting). The official

conference declaration;'taking the al-Agsa.mosque incident as point of -

departure, called for restoration of Jerusalem's pre-June 1367 status and

speedy w1Lndrawa1 of Israe11 m1l1tary forces from all terr1tor1es occup1ed

as a result of thc 1967 war; 1t appealed. to the Us, Uk USSR and France

to-secure,comp11ance with the.1967 Secur1ty Counc11;resolut1on. on Palest1ne,

a solitary sentence ‘affirmed "full support to the PalestinianxpeopTe_fOr

-the'restitUtion-of‘their'rights“ and in their “struggle for national

11berat1on

The moderate Arab organ1zers can c1a1m fu11 credit for the 1anguage- =

a comprom1se that reiterated hasic Arab positions without offending non-

Arab participants, five of whom have diplomatic relations with Israel.
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The radical Arébs;may regret what might have been added, but can raise no

serious objections to the statements in the final declaration.

The Hakings of a Mos]emlBloc? The moderates:undoubtedly hope that
they have stréngtﬁened the Arab cause in a potentiaT]y permanent fashion.
The conference deé]aration‘sboke of reguTAr consultation and "close
cooperation and mutuai assistance™” among Moé]em stafes. In addition, the
principa]lré301ution set a meeting of Isiamié foreign miniéters for
varch 1970 at Jidda to revicw  common éction undertaken after thé‘summit and
“to estab]ish'an Is]amig permanénf.seéretariat. In sum, the moderates can -
claim to havé created a Moslem bloc to bé fdnna]]y organized next darch.
firab moderates will dse the .success of the Islamic Summit to strehgthen
‘their intek-Arab position.éhd to argue agaihst holding an Arab Sumit, to
which Faisal is adamant]y opposed;. He fears it would be controlled by radical
states, who would call fof'ﬁnéreased financiql contributions from the 0il-
producers and would push thfough éxtréme.kéSo]utions. if Faisal also hopes
~ that thé projected Moé]gm bloc will provide an effective‘tounter'bafance to
radical domination'df tihe Arab Leagﬁé, he will probably be disappointed.
A conséquence-of thé mOdefafes ~success was tnc absence of attacL ,
~on the US or “1mper1a11sm“.1n the fina] statements. However, 1t is
-v1rtua11y certa1n'that the-radrcal'Arab-states will contlnue to agitate
for a more extreme political posture fn the Islamic forum;.unTeSS Hassan

§

and fa15&1 can sustain the”‘xacmevement the resu1t1nq d1spute cou1d cause a

short 11fe--or aven st11101rth—-for the HMoslem bloc.






